LIMITED   EDITIONS
delightfully that it must give an added pleasure to the
hoarding of first editions/ The prices for the most part
ranged from half a crown to five shillings; not too much,
even for the rich. Of the eighty books or so that figured
on the Bodley Head list in March, 1894, nearly half
were in editions limited to a number of copies averaging
three hundred and fifty, and in no case exceeding six
hundred.
Lane, by this time, had acquired a very large circle
of friends whom he visited, or with whom he corresponded.
These—and their number was continually increasing—
were to a large extent his public, people on whom he
could count to buy, or at all events, to talk about his
books. His limited editions he was thus pretty sure of
'placing' in advance. His publishing business, when it
started, bore about as much resemblance to the com-
mercial publishing houses of to-day as a City State of
ancient Greece bears to France or to the United States
of America.
It was in 1889 that Le Gallienne's Volumes in Folio
was published. It was not until 1892 that Lane,
having by this time severed his connexion with the
Clearing House, added his name to the style of firm,
which now became 'Elkin Mathews & John Lane:
Publishers, and Vendors of Choice and Rare Editions in
Belles Lettres*. Belles Lettres is that department of
literature which implies culture and belongs to the domain
of art. Mathews and Lane made a valiant, and not
unsuccessful, effort to live up to this definition.
Anticipating a little, I will turn again to that list of
March, 1894, The firm had now been in existence
some six and a half years, of which two had been under
the joint imprint. The names on their list—there were
about a hundred in all—included Grant Allen, Laurence
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